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Second Chances 

 

     Our gospel today gave us a list of the apostles. And Judas Iscariot is always the very 

last name on that list. And we all know why that is, don’t we? And that is why, when 

they mention his name, the gospel always puts a rider after it. It says “Judas Iscariot, the 

one who betrayed Jesus!”  

     Let’s face it, Judas was a marked man. He will be forever known as the traitor who 

handed Jesus over to be crucified. His name has gone down in infamy and disgrace. 

And it was nobody’s fault but his own. Like a man, he could have owned up to his 

treacherous act. And he could have sought forgiveness from Jesus and from the other 

apostles. And then he could have gone on from there to become a really great saint. No, 

I am not kidding…a really great saint. 

     Do you remember St. Paul? Alias Saul! Now there was a fellow who no Christian 

would have anything to do with. He was a holy terror! No, I guess it would be better to 

say he was an UNHOLY terror.  In truth, he was really a bounty hunter. He went all 

over Israel rounding up Christians, having them thrown into jail. And then, when he 

finally came to his senses - instead of doing away with himself - he actually faced the 

music and the people he had been persecuting and he asked them for their forgiveness. 

After that he went about making Christians of everyone he could convince. And he 

became one of the greatest saints of all times. Today, we wonder how the church could 

have managed without him. 

     Today’s lesson is this! Never count yourself out. No matter what you have done or 

even what you are up to at the present moment. Endure all the embarrassment! Face the 

music and change your life! Become the great person God called you to be. 

     Remember, Jesus gives us all the second chances we need.  Unlike Judas, let us take 

advantage of them. 

 

*Inspired by Mark 3:13-19 


